
American Educational Studies Association 
Executive Council Meeting 
Sunday, October 28, 2007 

8:00 - 11:00 AM 
Cleveland, Ohio 

 
Minutes 

 
 
Attending:  Theodorea Berry, Deron Boyles, Nick Burbules, Dennis Carlson, Susan Franzosa, Michael 
Gunzenhauser, Paula Groves Price, Kathy Hytten, Jamie Lewis, Yolanda Medina, Sandra Spickard 
Prettyman, Raji Swaminathan, Audrey Thompson, Lisa Weems. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Yolanda Medina was congratulated on her election and welcomed to the Council.  Andrew McKnight and 
Susan Schramm-Pate were congratulated on their elections to the Council in absentia.  Deron Boyles was 
congratulated on his election to the office of AESA vice president. 
 
Review of the Minutes 
Susan Franzosa distributed preliminary notes from the Council's 10/24/07 meeting. Dennis Carlson and 
Susan will attempt to locate minutes from the spring 2007 meeting of the Council and distribute them to 
the members. Kathy Hytten and Susan will coordinate notes from the 10/24/07 meeting and the 10/27/07 
business meeting and prepare minutes for Council members to review. 
 
Old Business 
Educational Theory Report 
Nick Burbules, Editor of Educational Theory, requested the following: 

• A list of AESA subscribers to Educational Theory to be forwarded to Sasha Sidorkin by the 
AESA treasurer.  

• AESA information to be included on the masthead of Educational Theory and the text for an 
annual AESA advertisement to be forwarded to Joyce Atkinson.  Susan Franzosa agreed to 
coordinate this task.   

• A list of suggested AESA members willing to serve as reviewers within the next month.  A call 
for reviewers will be posted on the AESA listserv and the results forward to Nick Burbules. 
Susan Franzosa agreed to coordinate this task.   

• An announcement of the AESA's agreement with Educational Theory to be posted on the AESA 
web site and listserv.  Dennis Carlson agreed to coordinate this task.   

• A recommendation from the Council for an AESA representative to serve on the Governing 
Board of Educational Theory.  Kathleen de Marrais was recommended and the recommendation 
was approved unanimously.  

 
AESA Officer Vacancies 
With the resignation of the secretary and the treasurer becoming ineligible to remain in office because of 
his election as vice president, the Council reviewed the process governing the filling of vacancies outlined 
in Bylaw 4.6 Vacancies:  Vacancies in the offices of Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and At-Large 
Members of the Executive Council may be filled as follows:  the President may either recommend a 
replacement or direct the Nominations Committee to nominate replacement candidates to fill the vacancy, 
which replacement shall be approved by a majority of the voting members of the Executive Council. The 
following nominations received at 10/27-07 Business Meeting were presented to the Council members: 
 



Secretary:      Treasurer:  
Theodorea Berry    Sandra Spickard Prettyman 
Catherine Chappell      Lisa Zagumny 
 
Catherine Chappell was elected secretary.  Sandra Spickard Prettyman was elected treasurer. 
 
A discussion of the need for early and frequent communication with members regarding next year's 
elections followed.    
 
Site Coordinator Report 
Sandra Spickard Prettyman presented updated statistics and expenses from the 2007 conference and 
presented recommendations for an outline of site coordinator responsibilities (attached) to be integrated 
within the AESA Conference Guide. A motion to accept the recommendations was made by Deron Boyles 
and seconded by Audrey Thompson.  A suggestion to add a provision that the site coordinator may 
appoint a regional assistant was accepted. The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Sandra asked for recommendations for conference sites for 2011 and 2012 with the following results.   
 
2011   2012 
Milwaukee  San Diego 
Memphis  Seattle 
St. Louis  Phoenix 
Chicago  San Francisco 
 
Book Exhibit Coordinator Report 

• Sandra Spickard Prettyman presented a financial report on the 2007 exhibit.  Exhibitors totaled 
13.  Revenue after expenses totaled $2,346.62.  

• Council members discussed whether publisher participation could be increased by waiving the 
current exhibitor's fee of $100.  Sandra agreed to investigate and report back to the Council at the 
March 2008 meeting.   

• Kathy Hytten made a motion, seconded by Theodorea Berry, that up to two books be distributed 
free to graduate students during the conference's Saturday afternoon book distribution period.  
The motion carried [ayes 6, nays 1, abstaining 2].  

• Sandra recommended separating the coordination of the annual Critic's Choice Selections from 
the Book Exhibit Coordinator's responsibilities.  Council members approved the recommendation 
by consensus.  Lisa Weems volunteered to serve as the 2008 Chair of the Critic's Choice 
Selection Committee.  Lisa's appointment was approved by acclamation. 

• Mike Gunzenhauser and Lisa Weems agreed to draft a description of criteria and themes to 
consider for listing books as critic's choice selections 

• Sandra advised that she is stepping down as Book Exhibit Coordinator and a new coordinator 
would be needed in 2008.  Council members decided by consensus that a call for members 
interested in being appointed would be placed on the AESA listserv, that Council members would 
contact volunteers to discuss the responsibilities involved, that a list would be compiled, and that 
selection of a 2008 Book Exhibit Coordinator would take place at the March meeting of the 
Council.  Sandra volunteered to be available to consult with prospective Book Exhibit 
Coordinators.  

 
CASA/CSFE Report 

• Jamie Lewis reported on collaboration between CASA and CSFE.  CASA, a standing committee 
or AESA, will continue to have primary responsibility for maintaining and, when appropriate, 
updating the Standards for Academic and Professional Instruction in Foundations of Education, 



Educational Studies, and Educational Policy Studies; making professional educators aware of 
the standards; educating foundations of education faculties regarding the use of the standards 
[Bylaw 5.2.1-2].   

• Jamie discussed challenges in maintaining a critical mass of members, professional association 
membership in CSFE, and the prohibitive cost [$1,500] of association dues required by NCATE.  
Susan Franzosa noted that significant changes in national accreditation processes are taking place, 
that foundations standards are at risk, and asked that CASA strategize on ways of influencing the 
accreditation process.  Jamie agreed to facilitate discussion among CASA and CSFE members 
and report to the Council at the March meeting.  

• Jamie distributed a prototype for a CASA website [socialfoundations.org] (attached) and 
requested that AESA authorize $250 to support the website's development.  Deron Boyles 
requested that AESA support be matched by CSFE support.  Deron made a motion, seconded by 
Audrey  to authorize $250 to support the development of the CASA website.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

• Susan Franzosa asked for a status report on the proposed White Paper project.  Jamie reported 
that the project was being reevaluated and that she would provide an update at the March meeting 
of the Council.  

 
Program Chair's Report 
Susan Franzosa distributed a draft report on registration, participation, organization, and expenditures for 
the 2007 conference.  Updated figures for registration are not yet available.  Sandra Spickard Prettyman 
and Susan will attempt to compile data and update the report.  They will also provide additional materials 
outlining responsibilities and updating cumulative data for the AESA Conference Guide originally 
authored by Kathleen deMarrais.  The edited guide will be reviewed at the March meeting of the Council 
and distributed to its members.  
 
Communication Director's Report 

• The report was tabled.   
• Philip Kovacs will be stepping down as director.  The Council will need to solicit 

recommendations for a replacement. 
• Council members commended Philip for his excellent work as director and conscientious service 

to AESA.  
 
New Business 
The following agenda items were tabled due to time constraints:   

• Recognition of special interest groups 
• Recognition of regional AESA affiliates 

 
Spring Meeting of the Executive Council 
The spring meeting of the Council will take place in March from 8:00 am - 12:00 noon at the annual 
AERA Convention in New York City.  Wednesday March 26th was requested as the first choice and 
Tuesday March 25th was listed as second choice for meeting room accommodation.  Council members 
will be notified once the date is finalized by AERA.  
 
Adjournment 
The president thanked the members of the Council and the meeting was adjourned at 11:12am. 
 
 
 


